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Introduction for teachers

In recent years, there has been an increased focus on vocabulary development and the
word gap in UK schools. The term ‘word gap’ is used to describe how students with a
limited vocabulary are disadvantaged in a range of ways.

Research suggests that students with a limited vocabulary make slower progtess tha

d

and to be unemployed as adults.

In the wake of Covid-19, schools throughout the country are focusing o
vocabulary teaching as a way to reduce learning loss and close the i

What can teachers do to close the wor

Although most words are learned indirectly through re
need direct, explicit teaching of important or new wor

ning, students still

Literacy experts have identified three vocabularygters:

Tier 1 words are words used often in our everyda nversation, e.g. walk, play, weather.
At KS3 or KS4, some EAL learners may still need help acquiring these, but the majority
of students will arrive at secondax e well equipped with these words.

Tier 2 words are words that often uri
command words, e.g. assess, contras Visé.

ic settings or in examinations as

Tier 3 words are speciali u t-specific words, e.g. equation, photosynthesis,
soliloguy.
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Tier 1
Basic words used
often in everyday
conversation such as
book, numbers, castle.

Tier 2

More complex, academic words such
as compare, analysis, summarise.

Tier 3

Specialised, subject-specific words
such as tectonics, pythagoras, regime.

offer a variety of appr
is to encourag gage in meaningful ways with words - to have fun, to be
curious and to"éx vocabulary so that they ‘own’ these words, and the word gap is
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Frayer diagram template (1)

Teaching ideas:

This template supports the detailed exploration of complex tier 3 words and
students to think about the subtle differences between words.

@ Set students a Frayer word challenge. Display a series of Frayer diagra illed in
(for example, the characteristics sections) and the students must wor '
populate the other sections.

@ Create a dynamic classroom display or vocab wall, adding Fray E
you encounter new or unfamiliar words. Work collaborative ommplete the
diagram and welcome everyone’s input.

@ Higher attaining students could create a set of Frayer.di of kéy words at the end
a revision set, or used
in lessons in a variety of ways i.e. guess the key word ¢ game of Pictionary etc.

Characteristics Sentence

The poet uses the juxtaposition of the calm interior of

Side by side to show differences; a strikin%ont
the house and the chaos of the storm.

feN (e.g. contrasting images in a
ech).

i Synonyms i
r for 1 contrasting |
ﬂ comparison :
——————— --- T==a !
_ -~ ,
L o \\ I
T Juxtaposition = sooooooos SRS
' Visual ' BEX@wplesf ~--___ -~ Antonyms . Non-examples
—————————— 1
: A be used in fiction (e.g. contrasting] similar | Paired ideas.
: of a character) and non- identical :
i :
! 1
|

S . . o — = == == == == == = == = === ————————————

ver diagram for the word juxtaposition in English.
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Frayer diagram template (2)

Teaching ideas:

This version of the Frayer diagram has been simplified to make it more acce
introductory activity.

@ The shape of this diagram lends itself to a jigsaw-style activity. Create a8

diagrams back together.

@ Laminate a series of filled diagrams for tricky tier 2 or 3 wor,
placemats to support students during lessons. Alternativ
polypockets inside an upturned ringbinder in the middle o

iagrams in
use as a portable

@ Give students a filled template with the word missi centre (and with a gap in
the Example sentence) and ask them to gues issthggword. This could be done in
teams with groups racing to guess all the wor ith the teacher handing out the
next sheet only when they have the correct answ is works best if the sheets are a

different colour for each team.
®
DefinitionQ Example sentence

Word

More information
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Definition xample sentence

D
T o \\‘ .
&
>

© www.teachit.co.uk 2020 Page 9 of 37



Word gap templates

Knowledge organisers template

Teaching ideas:

Here are two flexible templates for DIY knowledge organisers which students can u @
map the key words and content across a subject/unit.

Students can populate the sections with key words or create glossaries as they s or
they can be given a filled organiser at the start of their unit of work.
@ These templates support self-quizzing and low-stakes testing in lesso be
useful for giving students the ‘bigger picture’ and reminding the
between content and topics.
@ Encourage students to map their knowledge on a unit / t riculum focus /

exam paper. Ask students to include visual elements such
and diagrams for science.

@ Ask students to create a list of questions, using the kn @ ge organisers to supply the
answer, or use them for a range of low-stake izzes
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