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Introduction

Introduction

Using comic strips to help SEND students to write for different genres

Students with special educational needs and disabilities may find writing particularly challenging
for a variety of reasons.

Those with dyspraxia may struggle with pen grip, writing posture and the fine motor skills
required for forming letters, while those with ADD/ADHD may be easily distractedsand fin

script (such as Arabic, Chinese or Cyrillic), which makes it harder
system. Others may also have specific learning difficulties, whic
their low level of English generally.

Whatever the reason(s) for students’ reluctance to write Awve find ways to motivate
them.

This pack is adapted for KS3 SEND students from the inabKS2 Writing for different genres
pack. It aims to capture students’ interest through graphi€@poems (comic strips). It features
seven original graphic poems as prompt writing for different genres. By the end of the pack
students will have written a diary, playscript, a recount, a list, a poem and
their own comic strip. The pack con otes and scaffolded templates for each of
these, along with additional teaghimg ide develop students’ writing skills.

Tier 2 words (general acade ) and tier 3 words (subject-specific vocabulary) are
provided where necessary. The pictures in the comic strips
any of the trickier words, and others (such as ‘spin’,

he translations in their own language if they wish. You might
s out loud to the class to support students whose listening skills are
g skills.

is best used in a targeted intervention / withdrawal context. If you have access to

could display the summary of the features of each genre on the accompanying

The sections can be used in any order, but the vocabulary is harder in comic strips 3, 4 and 7,
and the reading and writing challenge is greater in comic strip 7.

Our thanks go to Teachit’s poet in residence, Trevor Millum, for sharing his graphic poems, and
to teacher and consultant Sophia Feinbaum for her advice on SEND/EAL adaptations.
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‘A Week’s Excuses’

‘A Week’s Excuses’

Focus: writing a diary

Teaching notes:

excuse: a reason (sometimes not true) to explain why you didn’t do something or
something bad.

Then read the comic strip ‘A Week’s Excuses’ either as a class or as individual C
to point out that ‘cupboard’ is pronounced ‘cuppud’.) Ask the students: Wha se? What
is this boy making excuses for? Are they good excuses? Are there any go
homework?

Explain that the students are going to use the comic strip as a sta
writing. Ask them what sort of writing would work well. If neces
attention to the days of the week referenced throughout.

piece of
e students’

Once you have established the idea of writing a diary, sh
(slide 2 of the PowerPoint or p.9 below) and point o em

ts the diary extract
tures (slide 3 and p.9).

Hand out the second diary extract on the workshee . Give the students three minutes to
label the features of a diary (working in pairs if they wa

Share the diary writing template (pp.10-12)with the students. There is also an accompanying
word bank (p.13) and a list of sentenceg sta (p.4) to support them.

Explain that students should imagine th
completing the diary for t

e the boy in the comic strip and that they will be

Things for students to

Are the excuses true? |
working) or did

How does the
school? O
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‘A Week’s Excuses’

(Monday) X (But the dog got on it
I really tried, miss, to ke@ with its muddy feet
it neat ;f\‘k ;-714,.\
N 80 i -
SR ‘ 1 O
E: & ) o ‘?
w ;

ANINS

(Tuesday)
I rea

— S
And crossed from
corner to corner )

A\
'.
W L
.

( (Wednesday)

Y4

) \/ He jed @dding it up
& and ¢ ng it downwards
®

I really tried miss,
to find my book

And even timesing it
sideways. ...
But he couldn't do it

[ He looked up in thekitchen )

cupboards

g A down I Hie dog: bisski *j 9 But he couldn't find it... )
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‘A Week’s Excuses’

4 (Thursday) N/ But my book got put \(_ It lathered it this way
in the washing machine and lathered it that

I really tried, sir, to
bring it in -

I'm sorry, sir
I haven't got my work

4 Swing him sideways \ (
and fling him downstairs

\_ but he couldn't help it. Y,
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‘A Week’s Excuses’ — writing a diary

Match the words that have the same meaning.

Word from the story Meaning

1. wandered a. washed with water to remove the soap
2. tough b. throw

3. lathered c. walked

4. rinsed d. washed with soap

5. go beserk e. relaxed / not angry

6. calm/cool f. get angry
7. violence g. difficult/hard
8. fling h. he couldn’t stop / it wasn’t his fault
9. he couldn’t help it i. using force someone
@
Write your answers here:
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9.

ronologically (in the order that things happened), with the
e at the top

A diary entry j
o Wwri @rst person (it uses |/me/my/we/us/our)
en
da

itten in the past tense (I walked, | ate, | said ...)

written in an informal style (the way we usually speak)

full of the observations, thoughts, feelings and opinions of the writer
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‘A Week’s Excuses’ — writing a diary

Look at this extract from a diary. The main features are labelled.

Thursday

/ first person \ past tense, first person

This morning, | woke up feeling anxious. After my fig?(wi Ah

Dear Diary,

yesterday, | didn’t want to go to school today. As | walked into th

classroom, everyone turned to look at me, and | felt embarrass

guilty. My teacher looked really anxious too, so | decide

Ahmed and say sorry. When he said sorry too, | felt r

couldn’t believe that he said it was his fault.

™

informal style (short forms) itten chronologically

Now, look at another extract fr. he diary.®tabel the main features.

®
\ Friday
Dear Diary, Q

This morning eling calm. | wasn’t anxious about going to school
or seeing Ah

| looked at my phone. It was already eight o’clock

el act, | was so late that | missed my bus and | had to walk
inally arrived at half past nine, and as | walked into the

oom, | was really embarrassed. My teacher looked very angry. |
decided to lie and say that my mum was ill, and the teacher believed me.

When she said that she was sorry, | felt really guilty.
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‘A Week’s Excuses’ — writing a diary

S

Monday 1 November

Dear Diary,
[ had such a busy weekend that | didn’t find time to do my homework.
When | went into school, | felt .......ccoeevviiiiiiiiiniinninns. . What4uas |

to say to my teacher? Well, let me tell you all about it ...

Tuesday 2 Novembe

Dear Diary,

Uh-oh, | hadwlt. d

maths homework. This is what happened ...
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